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| was elected President 4 years ago, and since then the number of tea
participating in IMHA events has almost doubled to 135. There will be
total of 443 matches in the 2018 World Cup in Terrassa, making it the |
largest Masters Hockey tournament of athe. The number could have
been higher but for the timing and costs of the event. These repetitive
obstacles have been discussed at length by the IMHA Board, which ha
sought to remove these barriers.

Having listened to the World Masters Hockey (WMH) Events Working

Group ideas on this issue, we intend to present the 2018 IMHA Congress with proposals designed to
make future Masters Hockey tournaments more accessible for all age groupswidddThe

membership will decide and to that end, the proposals will be made public before the World Cup, giving
the membership time to reflect and make their feelings known to their representatives so that their
wishes are met through democratic process at Congrdesrdsulting decisions will have implications

for the number and locations of the 2019 European, Asian andAPagrican Continental

Championships and the 2020 World Cuip.February 2019, the"2Indoor Masters World Cup will be

hosted by Hong Kong.

IMHArepresentatives have met regularly with FIH and WGMA and as you may have seen from minutes
on our website, the Board have met regularly to discuss progress. Since the last Congress, the IMHA
have supported the first Masters Hockey tournaments in Southrimeorganised the first ever

Masters Indoor World Cup at Krefeld in Germany in January 2017, and in partnership with HC Tilburg,
staged the largest European Championships to date. | would like to record myfélednanks to the
members of the IMHA Bad for their support over the last 2 years. It has been a great privilege to work
with very talented people, who have made an enormous contribution as individuals and as a team.

In Canberra, the 2016 IMHA Congress approved IMHA involvement in theatiegs to set up WMH

as the replacement for the IMHA and WGMA. The WMH will take over in 2019 providing the IMHA and
WGMA 2018 Congresses approve. Approval by the IMHA membership will result in the winding up of
the IMHA on an agreed date and direct thee of funds built up over the 11 years of IMHA existence. All
future tournaments would carry the WMH label and logo.

IMHA Ltd was set up in Scotland in 2014, but it started out in life in 2007 in Birmingham (England). The

IMHA Congresses have electedradidents (an Englishman and a Scot), 4 Treasurers (an Australian, a

Scot, an Irishman and an English woman), 2 Secretaries (a New Zealander and an Australian) and 2
Technical Directors (an Australian and a New Zealander). The website contains a dibgiacepicts

the members of the IMHA Board and the Continental representatives. This schematic demonstrates the
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and the commitment of a fantastic &n. No single individual could have made this happen and on

behalf of the IMHA, | want to thank all our members who have selflessly given their time to the IMHA

project, be that through contributions to our tournaments, or supporting Masters Hockey agh lo

level. We could not have done it without you!

I have met only a few of the many inspirational people who power our continued growth. | may not
know you all personally, but you deserve to know that you are making a huge difference and the Hockey
Famly is stronger because of you! Thanks also for making my job so much easier!

A

Glenn Paton
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Treasurers Report

The IMHA bank balance this yesiin an increased position of strength

as more and more countries are actively promoting and supporting
masters hockey. The forthcoming 2018 Wold Cup sees a record numbe
of entries and pleasingly a number of those are from countries that have
not previowsly entered any events. In addition to the increase in the
number of countries, established member countries have also in many
cases increased the number of age based teams both men and women.

As plans move forward for a unified one Masters Associafidmns year
for members attending a full statement of accounts including pervious
years will be available at Congress for member scrutiny.

In relation to outstanding income. We are awaiting membership fees from Argentina, Belarus and
Oman. In addition tdhosting fees from Australia for the 2016 World Cup along with the forthcoming
hosting fee from Spain.

IMHA have no major creditors outstanding and expenditure during the two year@RQ&8 period
includesexpenses for GlenRaton (Presidentind SueBriggs (Secretargttending varioud-IH Masters
Panel Meetings, the FIH Congresgdals for vdous tournaments, and website costs.

Balance as o1 7" June 2018 £ 11430.11
Expenditure 20162018: £7255.48

There are ndurther plannedsignificantoutlays Therefore, members will see that the account is strong
and has been prudently managed.

Deb Wilkes
IMHAHonorary Treasurer




Technical Report

The two main technical issues since the last Congress are the 2018 World
Cup and progress towardise single Masters entity.

2018 World Cug Terrassa

This huge event hosted by Club Egara has been a challenge for the local
organisers in terms of number of teams, venues, technical requirements fo
running games, and coordinating the expectations of soos, teams, and
individuals. Working with the LOC has always been a mutual effort to
achieve the best and fairest outcome for all. Balancing various demands means that some may feel
they have not got exactly what they wanted, but | am certain that &dsthas triumphed.

Our aim for the regulations and running of this FIH World Cup has been to match as closely as possible
other premier FIH events. We have chosen to run the games as 15 minute quarters with up to 40
second time outs for penalty cornersaafter goals. Although this may place an extra burden on

umpires and technical benches, it assures hot weather protocols are not required, allows goal
celebrations without appearance of time wasting, and ensures fair conduct for PCs at the end of
periods How it is managed will depend on ground facilities. We will be interested in feedback from
players and officials as this initiative may shape decisions for Masters tournaments under the future
single Masters entity.

Eligibility¢ both age and nationalf ¢ has been a constant and repeated hassle. Despite IMHA
regulations stipulating age criteria, and national representative criteria, many teams have been
requesting dispensation for undexge players, for players who have represented other nations, for
players to be replaced during the tournament, for more field players. Several of these requests have
pleaded special circumstances but many seem to be based on player preference for who they like to
play with, and who they do not, or their national assticin has not entered a particular age group, or
they cannot find the maximum allowable squad amongst available players. Once dispensation is given
to one team, every other team in their pool, anmd in their age group, can feel disadvantaged. The
challeng has been to balance encouragment of participation alongside fairness for those teams playing
strictly by the regulations no matter how it limits their team composition. All requests for dispensation
have been carefully considerd by the technical offiseicretary and president before decisions are

made.

World Masters Hockey

The path to formation of a single Masters entity under FIH has raised a number of issues for the
technical working group. Among these are developing standard regulations forligjigiimth age and
nationality, standard game durations and stoppages, technical bench requirements (such as using TMS
or paper), developing a database of umpires and officials (including their experience and abilities),
developing support for local orgasing committees for draws and pools that encompass all varieties of
numbers across what are effectively multiple championships at one venue and time. Agreement has
been reached on many of these issues but feedback from teams and officials, especidiiyt avovks

well and not so well at the WGMA and IMHA Spanish adventures in June and July will be welcomed.

Jeff Brown
IMHA TechnicalOfficer




Masters World Cup, Canberra, Australia
29 Marchg 9 April 2016

Australia hosted the 2016 World Cup in Canberhéchproved to be a

very successfulevert KS S@Sy i K2a0SR Hc 62YSyQz
international representative teams from over 12 countries. Divisions
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40s, Over 45s, Over 50s and Over, Hibaddition to the women having

an Over 60 division.
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http://internationalmastershockey.org/tournaments/canberra-logo/




fudoor World Cup JInaugural Masters Indoor World Cup

1 N\lw 2 ¢ 5 February 2017

// Thefirst everMastersindoor World Cupwasheldin Krefeld,Deutschlandor Men and
2 2 Y S yean#sat the 40+and50+agegroups.Newcountrieslike Sweden,
SwitzerlandPolandand Denmarkjoinedthe IMHALto take partin this event.

Thehighquality of the hockeyandthe excitingmatcheswere arevelationgiventhe age

groups.

Participating Nations
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8 Women Teams
17 Men Teams

3 Age Groups
(W40, M40, M50)

us
team photos
courtesy of
photographer
Doug Hetzler
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http://internationalmastershockey.org/tournaments/indoor-world-cup-2/

2017 European Cup Tilburghe Netherlands
11¢ 19 August

This IMHA tournament comprised 63 teams and was a huge suddessompetition was fierce on the
pitch, but the usual camaraderie off the park was as enjoyable as ever.
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